Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 USUNN 04719 260020Z 
60 

ACTION 10-13 

INFO OCT-01 AF-08 EUR-12 ISO-OO ARA-06 EA-07 NEA-10 EB-07 

USIE-00 NSCE-00 SSO-OO INRE-00 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 

H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 

SS-15 AID-05 /109W 

081786 

O R 252358Z OCT 76 
FM USMISSION USUN NY 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 0128 
INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 

CONFIDENTIAL USUN 4719 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, UN, SF 

SUB J : APARTHEID ITEM IN UNGA 

REF: USUN 4608 

1 . AMBASSADOR BENNETT MET WITH GA PRESIDENT AMERASINGHE 
OCTOBER 25TH ON LATTER'S REQUEST TO DISCUSS FURTHER OAU, 

ANC AND PAC PARTICIPATION IN THE PLENARY DEBATE OF THE 

APARTHEID ITEM. NETHERLANDS AMB. VAN UFFORD ALSO ATTENDED 

ON BEHALF OF THE EC-9. AMERASINGHE INDICATED HE HAD 

BEEN UNSUCCESSFUL IN GETTING THE OAU, ANC AND 

PAC TO REFRAIN FROM ASKING TO BE HEARD IN PLENARY. THEY HAD 

AGREED ONLY TO FOREGO HAVING THEIR FRIENDS PRESS 

A PROCEDURAL RESOLUTION TO ALLOW THEM TO SPEAK. 

AMERASINGHE SHOWED BENNETT A STATEMENT HE, AS PRESIDENT, 

WOULD MAKE AT THE MORNING MEETING ON 26TH OCTOBER WHEN OPENING 
THE APARTHEID DEBATE; IT WOULD OBSERVE THAT OAU/ANC/PAC 
PARTICIPATION WAS TAKING PLACE IN VIEW OF "THE EXCEPTIONAL 
IMPORTANCE OF THIS ITEM" AND FACT THAT ORGANIZATION REPS 
HAD NOT HAD OPPORTUNITY TO BE HEARD IN A MAIN COMMITTEE. 
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HE EXPLAINED THAT OTHERS WHO WOULD BE HEARD IN PLENARY 
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WOULD BE THE RAPPORTEUR OF THE GA SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON 
APARTHEID, SWEDISH PERMREP RYDBECK ON BEHALF 
OF THE SOUTHERN AFRICA TRUST FUND, THE MAURITIAN PERMREP 
AS CHAIRMAN OF THE OAU ON ITS BEHALF, AND THE ANC AND PAC. 
HE SAID HE WOULD HAVE INSISTED THE ANC AND PAC SPEAK AFTER 
MEMBER STATES BUT NO MEMBER HAD YET SOUGHT TO INSCRIBE TO 
SPEAK. 

2. BENNETT NOTED WE WOULD WANT TO SPEAK TO INDICATED OUR 
CONCERN AT THE PROLIFERATION OF "SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES" IN 
WHICH SPEAKERS NOT REPRESENTING MEMBER STATES WERE GIVEN 
THE FLOOR IN PLENARY (TEXT DATAFAXED HELMAN). VAN UFFORD 
LIKEWISE EXPRESSED CONCERN; HE THOUGHT THE EC-9 WOULD SEND 
A LETTER TO AMERASINGHE BUT WERE UNLIELY TO SPEAK. 
AMERASINGHE EXPRESSED APPRECIATION THAT OUR PROPOSED 
STATEMENT WOULD NOT CONSTITUTE A FORMAL CHALLENGE TO 
HIS RULING. 
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